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Meeting Summary:  Sitka Sedge State Natural Area (formerly Beltz Property)  

        Public Meeting II – Natural Area Assessments and Concept Alternatives 
 
Date: January 14, 2006 Public Meeting (6-8 PM), Pacific City 
 
OPRD Staff: Scott Nebeker, John Allen, Trevor Taylor, Ben Hedstrom, Ron Campbell,  

Pete Marvin, Celeste Lebo and Carrie Lovellette. 
 
Meeting Highlights: 

• Attendance was moderate compared to August meetings, 30-35 at the evening public meeting. 
The advisory committee meeting was largely made up with representatives from natural 
resource agencies. Several of these people stayed for the evening meeting. 

• People generally supported most of the proposed recreation improvements and draft park 
values, with little changes or suggestions.  

• A few people were upset that the trails were not designed to accommodate equestrians, and 
that this use would be limited to the beach as it is a “historic use”. 

• Scott and Ben discussed the spring project schedule. There was general support for seeing 
projects move forward. 

• The evening public meeting was two hours, and the last portion was spent discussing hydrology. 
Generally the conversation was educational in terms of sharing data collected by the group 
determining concept alternatives for fish passage. Some community members asked questions 
about the data presented, and several experts in the room outlining potential effects that have 
been modeled for the hydrology study.  

 
Complete Summary of Meeting: 
 
Meeting Agenda: 
 

• New park name: Sitka Sedge State Natural Area 
• Planning Context/Timeline 
• Tour of Property 
• Assessment Results 

o Site History 
o Survey Results 
o Draft Park Values 
o Natural Resources 

• Preliminary Park Concepts 
o Trails 
o Viewing Areas 
o Parking Area 



• Spring Development Project Overview 
• Hydrology Assessment and Fish Passage Update 

 
Pete Marvin started the meeting with introductions. 
 
General Planning Comments 
 

• Comment:  When will the draft master plan be available? 
OPRD: The draft plan will most likely be available in late spring; maybe April or May. 

• Question: Economic Development – how it will the park help the community?  
OPRD: We worked with our SCORP planner, to come up with guidelines when providing planning 
for this property.  His data will be referenced in the plan. Wildlife viewing and trail usage are the 
two regional needs identified by SCORP items that are included in this plan. 

• Question: The beach is currently open for cars, will that change? 
OPRD No, vehicle access will continue on the beach.  The plan will not address this, there are 
separate regulations for the ocean shore.   

 
New Park Name 
 

• OPRD: The OPRD commission has approved the name, Sitka Sedge State Natural Area based on a 
native plant found on site. Their intention was to name the park after something that reflects the 
property’s next chapter as a natural area. Sitka sedge is unique, and sparks interest and curiosity. 
“Beltz” will be continually to be used as geographic name for the dike and cabin.  

• OPRD: We’d like to hear comments on names for site features, viewpoints. There’s a map tool at 
beltzplan.com you can use to send ideas. 

• OPRD: Additional Survey is provided at that site to help us understand visitor experience and 
interpretive planning at the park. 

 
Draft Park Values 

• General support that the draft park values presented (History, Culture, Community, and 
Recreation) were accurate, not a lot of suggestions at either meeting. 

 
Park Development  
 

• OPRD: Suitability for development is based on analysis of several aspects of park features, results 
in important areas to protect, restore, and develop 

• OPRD: Botanical resource value map is presented, the next step is composite resource value and 
wildlife, it is still in the process 

 
Natural Resources 
 

• Question:  Is there a critical habitat at the end of the trail or spit?   
OPRD: Not that I’m aware of.   

• Question:  We have a dike on this property, do you see pulling out the dike? 
OPRD: We have had conversations about the dike and fish habitat and we’ll talk more about that 
in detail at the end of the meeting. 

• Question: Rumor has it that you are going to cut a hole in the dike. 
Question: What is that going to do to the water content? 



OPRD: We will discuss this later in the presentation.= 
• Question: What about the hillside with the timber.  You could restore that area as well. 

OPRD: We do manage our forests in our parks.  Our foresters have assessed it and how it can be 
managed.  However, it is not necessarily mentioned in a site plan. 

 
Trails 
 

• OPRD: Trail experiences highlight various habitat and land cover types at the park. The dike trial 
we be designed to meet ABA access standards. We propose to restore the rest of the dike to be 
the trail, so that ¾ of the dike will be accessible, and the dike used to extend all the way to the 
end, but be forested.= 

• Question:  Are the trails available for horse use? 
• OPRD: No it is a natural area and we typically do not allow horses in our natural areas. 
• Comment: We have been using those trails with our horses for 40 years and the trails are mostly 

sand and horses do not damage sand trails. 
• OPRD: It is a fragile natural area and state natural areas do not typically allow equestrian use. 
• Question:  We would like to continue to use those trails.  Can you grandfathered in? 
• Comment:  The trails are not 90 percent sand.   
• OPRD: It is not uncommon to have this kind of debate in this process.  When we provide for a 

use we have to consider not only the use in the past but also for the use in the future.  The 
parking lot is something else to consider—we cannot accommodate horse trailers in the parking 
lot. Bob Straub and Nehalem Bay are state parks and allow equestrian use.  This is a state natural 
area.  

• Question: Will there be any other opportunities for access to the trails besides the dike? 
OPRD: Yes there are some access points from the beach but most folks we heard from in the first  
meetings wanted access near the dike.  

• Question: You mentioned “trails in the sand will stabilize over time”. What does that mean? 
OPRD: It means the shore pine and non-native grasses have helped stabilize the trails in the  
southern part of the park. We see that process continuing in the norther area of the park. 
Q:  Won’t more use hinder that process? 
OPRD: Yes, but most likely not much to keep them sand. 

• Q:  Will there be beach access from the trails? 
OPRD: Yes there will be a couple places to cut over.  We will place signs, as well. 

• Q:  Will you maintain the trails south of Tierra Del Mar. 
OPRD: The trail you are referring to is not our property so we will not maintain it because we do  
not promote access to private property. 

• Q:  Access to the trails will continue through construction? 
OPRD: Yes for the most part. A section might be closed for a short period of time during 
construction. 

• Q:  Is this park open to bicycles? 
OPRD: No, the trails could not handle mountain bike use, and in terms of mileage this park 
doesn’t lend itself to a quality experience. 

 
Proposed Viewing Areas 
 

• OPRD: We are proposing three viewing areas: One on the dike for people to sit, with two 
benches. At The end of the dike we propose a more substantial viewing area with a platform, 
birds come to feed at low tide, is an educational opportunity. A third will sit on the knoll in the 



middle of the estuary. 
• SUGGESTION:  Maybe add more benches on some viewing sites. 
• Comment:  It is nice that you are creating several areas separate from each other; different 

experiences at each spot. 
• SUGGESTION:  Adding a roof to a resting or viewing area would be nice. 
• SUGGESTION:  And maybe porta-potties. 

OPRD: Restrooms will be at the parking lot and there will not be any out on the trails. 
 
Parking Area  
 

• OPRD: At the last round of public meeting is August, we heard that people overwhelmingly 
desired direct access to the dike. We’ve designed this parking lot to maximize parking on a small 
footprint, and shield views from the park back to cars, providing an opportunity to leave your car 
behind. We are proposing to restore the meadow area, which over time creates wooded spot for 
picnic areas and crafts a pleasant experience moving through a wooded area into the park. 

• Q:  Will it be free parking? 
OPRD: Yes. 

• Q:  Room for RVs? 
• OPRD: Yes, there will be two spots for RVs or busses. 
• COMMENT:  Too many parking spots means too many people using the trails. 
• COMMENT:  Take into consideration how to contain vandalism. 

OPRD: The blue house is going to be removed and a host will be placed there seasonally. 
• OPRD: There will be no vehicle access on the dike.  An emergency ATV may be able to cross over 

the dike. 
• Q:  Would the gate be closed in the winter? 

OPRD: No, there will not likely be a host year round. 
 
Spring Development Projects 
 

• OPRD: Describes the opportunity to begin some project work this spring based on an increase of 
park staff capacity focused on new park development on the coast, at Sitka Sedge and Brian 
Booth. 

 
Hydrology 
 

• OPRD: Existing tide gates do not meet state standards for fish passage.  A group of partners is 
exploring options for fish passage. 

• OPRD: The first thing we wanted to understand is what benefits the dike is providing to the 
community. The lowest point on the top of the dike is about 11.6 ft. The diagram shows that a 
tide of this amount would be coming over the levee. Most of Tierra Del mar is at 14 or 15 ft. 
There may be flooding at the road but water would have to be coming 3 ft above the dike before 
it would reach the neighborhood. We feel comfortable about having conversations about fish 
passage in regards to the levee. 

• OPRD: Three alternatives are being explored by a group of restoration experts to facilitate fish 
passage: retain the tide gate, remove the tide gate providing a 4-5 foot gap, and a wider18 foot 
gap that would facilitate the minimum width to meet federal standards with a bridged 
pedestrian access.  

• OPRD: Vegetation and wildlife impact from the existing conditions are described: a map shows 



plant community, water and mud habitat types from 300+ plant species. Sitka sedge is found at 
the border of fresh/salt water. Some of the existing wildlife on site are described, however the 
assessment is still underway. Mapped models of vegetation are presented that show potential 
vegetation changes under fish passage alternatives and potential changes to habitat are 
described (refer to presentation for information).  

• Q:  You have not looked at multiple openings? 
OPRD: No just the current ones we have. 
Q:  Is there opportunity to model that scenario as well? 
OPRD: Yes but  in comparing a larger opening to multiple openings – a larger gap would get us to 
the velocity better than several small ones. 

• Comment: Estuaries are very productive areas and support marine fishes crabs, clams etc.  
Trying to look at the perspective that anywhere we can restore these estuaries is very important. 

• COMMENT:  The Nature Conservancy would like to encourage OPRD to restore this to its natural 
state. 

• OPRD: There is value in the existing system as well as altering it.  These are values we are trying 
to explore with the public. The fresh water habitat is an artifact of the dike and has been there 
since 1939. 

• COMMENT:  There are risks of unintended consequences when you start messing with this.  We 
have a beautiful estuary I would hate to see it go away. 

• Q:  None of these methods would meet federal guidelines? 
OPRD: If we alter the existing culvert in anyway, we have to bring it up to the federal standards. 
With Option 2 taking the gate off is fine but we cannot make the hole bigger. In Option 3 making 
the hole larger is to the state standard as far as size but not the velocity. 

• Q:  With the loss of vegetation, won’t we damage the Sitka sedge? Haha! 
OPRD: It is not a huge component of the vegetation. It will likely creep upland. 

• Q:  Bandon Mosquito – will we have an unintended consequence like that? 
OPRD: No, I don’t believe it will happen because the tide comes in much further. 

• Q:  Do you have any idea about the fish passage value?  How many are there now and back 
then? 
OPRD: There are fish in there now we but we do not know how many.  It should increase the 
amount of time they spend in and out and should increase the population.  They cannot get to 
the upper watershed at all.  Sand Lake is a complete barrier right now. At one point there were 
Coho steelhead in Reneke Creek and we are hoping they will reestablish themselves.  In addition, 
it is difficult fix those culverts in the road when we cannot fix the hole the fish are trying to get 
through. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
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