
 
 

Kate Brown, Governor 

Parks and Recreation Department 
725 Summer St. NE, Suite C 

Salem, OR 97301-1271 
(503) 986-0980 

Fax (503) 986-0794 
www.oregonstateparks.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Meeting Summary:  Sitka Sedge State Natural Area (formerly Beltz Property)  

        Public Meeting II – Natural Area Assessments and Concept Alternatives 
 
Date: January 26, 2016 Public Meeting (6-8 PM), Wilsonville 
    
OPRD Staff: Dennis Comfort, Ben Hedstrom, Carrie Lovellette, Leona Xian. 
 
Meeting Highlights: 

• Attendance was high for a valley meeting, approximately 10-15 people. Many were valley 
residents who own property near the park. 

• People generally supported most of the proposed recreation improvements and draft park 
values, with little changes or suggestions.  

• Ben discussed the spring project schedule. There was general support for seeing projects move 
forward. 

• The meeting was two hours, and the last half hour of the meeting was spent discussing 
hydrology, which could have gone longer if the library wasn’t closing. In summarization, people 
supported fish passage, with as little impact to existing hydrology and vegetation as possible. 
There was a general caution of altering the hydrology near Tierra Del Mar as there is already 
substantial flooding in sections of the neighborhood. 

 
Complete Summary of Meeting: 
 
Meeting Agenda: 
 

• New park name: Sitka Sedge State Natural Area 
• Planning Context/Timeline 
• Tour of Property 
• Assessment Results 

o Site History 
o Survey Results 
o Draft Park Values 
o Natural Resources 

• Preliminary Park Concepts 
o Trails 
o Viewing Areas 
o Parking Area 

• Spring Development Project Overview 
• Hydrology Assessment and Fish Passage Update 

 
Dennis Comfort began the meeting with introductions. 
 



New Park Name 
 

• OPRD: The OPRD commission has approved the name, Sitka Sedge State Natural Area based on a 
native plant found on site. Their intention was to name the park after something that reflects the 
property’s next chapter as a natural area. Sitka sedge is unique, and sparks interest and curiosity. 
“Beltz” will be continually to be used as geographic name for the dike and cabin.  

• OPRD: We’d like to hear comments on names for site features, viewpoints. There’s a map tool at 
beltzplan.com you can use to send ideas. 

• OPRD: Additional Survey is provided at that site to help us understand visitor experience and 
interpretive planning at the park. 

 
Draft Park Values 
 

• General support that the draft park values presented (History, Culture, Community, and 
Recreation) were accurate, not a lot of suggestions for changes. 

 
Park Development  
 

• OPRD: Suitability for development is based on analysis of several aspects of park features, results 
in important areas to protect, restore, and develop 

• OPRD: Botanical resource value map is presented, the next step is composite resource value and 
wildlife, it is still in the process 
 

• Q: Will there be a kayak launch at Beltz? 
OPRD: We are not proposing one. People can access water safely at the county campground. 

 
Trails 
 

• OPRD: Trail experiences highlight various habitat and land cover types at the park. The dike trial 
we be designed to meet ABA access standards. We propose to restore the rest of the dike to be 
the trail, so that ¾ of the dike will be accessible, and the dike used to extend all the way to the 
end, but be forested. 
 

• Q: With the existing social paths and trails that are in place, are you going to join the 
trails to the dunes? 
OPRD: Yes we will provide dedicated trails. 

 
• Q: Is someone keeping the dike mowed? 

OPRD: Not at this point.  We have some maintenance plans as well as graveling it which 
will help keep the grass down. 
 

• Q: Are you going to pave any of these trails?   
OPRD: No, the only areas we will pave will most likely be in the parking areas. 
 

• Q: Are you going to allow bicycles? 
OPRD: No bikes or horses.  We are going to protect the natural areas. 
 



• Q: Will you keep the access at Tierra Del Mar? 
OPRD: The trail will go over the dune on OPRD property. We can’t manage the trail that currently 
leads off onto private property. 
 

• Q: Are you going to just clear or are you going to “build” the trails. 
OPRD: We will do both.  The dunes are difficult to build on because of the shifting sand. 
 

• Q: Will you have a barrier at the end of your property? 
OPRD: It is under discussion now. Do you think it would help? 
Comment: Yes, especially for folks who are new to the area. 
OPRD: There may be someone living there in the future. This is our reasoning for routing people 
over to the beach. 
 

• Q: Horseback riding allowed on the new park?   
OPRD: Not on the trails but horses are still allowed on the beach.  We will have signs stating that 
on the trails. 
 

• Q: Is there an access to Sand Lake at the very north end of the property by the loop?   
OPRD: No, this is a fairly high cliff. There will not be a connection to Sand Lake, but we are 
proposing a viewpoint to Whalen Isalnd. 

 
• Q: Who actually built the dike? 

OPRD: It was built in the 1930s by the Beltz family with rocks and other stuff. 
 
• Q:What was the purpose of the dike? 

OPRD: For farming and cattle. 
 
• Q: Would you restore the dike where it has been eroded? 

OPRD: We would build a trail in that area and clear out the vegetation to extend the dike trail 
experience. 

 
• Comment: The trail that is inside the dunes gets pretty thin. 

OPRD: We may not be able to fix the trails in the dunes because the dunes have a sand base. We 
wouldn’t bulldoze through the side of one.  It might be that we let nature take its course and 
make sure to keep a clear path for vegetation. 

 
• Q: When folks are walking on the beach and coming up to the park, are you going to put up signs 

telling them they are entering the park? 
OPRD: That is in our plan. 

 
Viewing Areas 

 
• OPRD: We are proposing three viewing areas: One on the dike for people to sit, with two 

benches. At The end of the dike we propose a more substantial viewing area with a platform, 
birds come to feed at low tide, is an educational opportunity. A third will sit on the knoll in the 
middle of the estuary. 
 

• Q: Viewpoint C – what will be there? 



OPRD: Maybe a bench or some type of viewing platform. What would you like to see? 
 
• Q: If you start at the parking lot and you walk the dike.  Is there a possibility to connect C and A? 

OPRD: No, that would not be a trail.  We are looking into planting up the side of the dike and 
possibly removing the culvert there to deflect folks from crossing there. 
 

• Comment: Building natural benches and not concrete that would keep it natural and give folks a 
place to rest on their journey. 

 
• Comment: If you have a picnic table you will need a trash can.   

OPRD: There will be one dedicated trash can by the parking area. 
 

• Comment: There could be a sign board at the parking to let people know they need to clean up 
after themselves. 
 

• Q: Is the viewing area at location C (knoll) the highest point of the property? 
OPRD: No, but we are taking advantage of that as a high point in the estuary. 
 

• Comment : I feel the roof structure is a little much for being in the natural areas.(In reference to 
wildlife viewing area precedents) 
 

• Comment: I do not think you need a blind to hide behind. 
 

• Comment: The tide is always making things shift but it would be nice to sit and watch everything 
change around you.  
 

• Comment: Keeping it natural is very important. 
OPRD: We have to make sure of safety when we build railings. 

 
Parking and Picnic Area 
 

• OPRD: At the last round of public meeting is August, we heard that people overwhelmingly 
desired direct access to the dike. We’ve designed this parking lot to maximize parking on a small 
footprint, and shield views from the park back to cars, providing an opportunity to leave your car 
behind. We are proposing to restore the meadow area, which over time creates wooded spot for 
picnic areas and crafts a pleasant experience moving through a wooded area into the park. 
 

• Q: Will there be a fee to get into this park? 
OPRD: No, so there would not be any a reason for folks to park on the street. 
 

• Q: Are you going to modify sand lake road in your area? 
OPRD:  No.  That would be a county issue. 
 

• Q: Where is the proposed parking area? 
OPRD: The north area. 

• Comment: The vault toilet is like Whalen Island, which is a perfect example of what not to do.  It 
stinks because it is too close to the picnic area.  The winds blow the smell right to the picnic area. 

 



• Comment: What about expandability of parking?   
OPRD: This parking lot was designed with gaps on the sides for future planning , 30 years out we 
could add spaces if we need to and not create an additional footprint. 

 
• Comment: Is there any potential to make a hard trail to get to Tierra Del Mar. 

OPRD: Not really – it will be too expensive.  We are trying to get people away from the road 
when they use the park. 

 
• Q: Is the dip where the cattle went under the road? 

OPRD: No. 
 
• Comment: Several people commented the parking area looks great. 
 
• Comment: There are many areas already for beach access.  Your positioning of the access to the 

beach makes it more of a destination to the the trails and estuary than another beach access. 
 
• Q: Is there a schedule to take out the blue house? 

OPRD: We are proposing to demolish it coming up soon and replacing it with a park host site, not 
necessarily year round. 
 

• Q: What would the host site look like? 
OPRD: A flat pad with electrical & water. 
 

• Q: You have parking access but the road is still 45 mph.  What if we could move the 35 mph to 
above the entrance? 
OPRD: That is a county road issues. We will be required to put up advance signage. That site was 
chosen because it is the straightest section of the highway with the most visibility. 

 
Spring Development Projects 
 

• OPRD: Describes the opportunity to begin some project work this spring based on an increase of 
park staff capacity focused on new park development on the coast, at Sitka Sedge and Brian 
Booth. 
 

• Q: On your projects list you have items numbered 1-8.  Is that the order in which you are going 
to address? 
OPRD: Yes as far as construction and permitting is concerned, they are at escalating scales of 
complexity and cost. 
 

• Comment: The dike trail upgrade could be your backbone. 
 

• Q: On the east side of property is there any opportunity for development and will it be allowed 
for people to wander without designated trails? 
OPRD: We would not be developing it or providing access. Currently the pasture is leased out as 
cattle grazing; it has not been decided. 
 

• Q: Will there be any overnight camping anywhere on this property? 
OPRD: No. 



Hydrology 
 

• OPRD: Existing tide gates do not meet state standards for fish passage.  A group of partners is 
exploring options for fish passage. 

• OPRD: The first thing we wanted to understand is what benefits the dike is providing to the 
community. The lowest point on the top of the dike is about 11.6 ft. The diagram shows that a 
tide of this amount would be coming over the levee. Most of Tierra Del mar is at 14 or 15 ft. 
There may be flooding at the road but water would have to be coming 3 ft above the dike before 
it would reach the neighborhood. We feel comfortable about having conversations about fish 
passage in regards to the levee. 

• OPRD: Three alternatives are being explored by a group of restoration experts to facilitate fish 
passage: retain the tide gate, remove the tide gate providing a 4-5 foot gap, and a wider18 foot 
gap that would facilitate the minimum width to meet federal standards with a bridged 
pedestrian access.  

• OPRD: Vegetation and wildlife impact from the existing conditions are described: a map shows 
plant community, water and mud habitat types from 300+ plant species. Sitka sedge is found at 
the border of fresh/salt water. Some of the existing wildlife on site are described, however the 
assessment is still underway. Mapped models of vegetation are presented that show potential 
vegetation changes under fish passage alternatives and potential changes to habitat are 
described (refer to presentation for information).  
 

• Q: With or without the dike you are saying the water level is going to be what it is. 
OPRD: Yes. 
 

• Q: One side is salt water and one is fresh water? 
OPRD: Sort of.  We are definitely seeing inundation of salt water into the ‘freshwater’ side. This 
is a result of the tidegate being broken for over 15 years. 
 

• Comment: We just do not want to turn Tierra Del Mar back into a flood plain. 
OPRD: The flood point for Tierra Del Mar is 15 feet so the water would have to rise 3 feet above 
the dike for any flooding to happen there. 
 

• OPRD: We would like to know what the public values are, as there are several considerations in 
this situation. 

• OPRD: It seems safe to say that what I’m hearing from you is that you’d like to see as little 
change as possible to the existing situation.  
(all hands raise) 
Comment: Yes. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
END 
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