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Meeting Summary:  Sitka Sedge State Natural Area (formerly Beltz Property)  

        Public Meeting II – Natural Area Assessments and Concept Alternatives 
 
Date: February 13, 2016 Tierra Del Mar Neighborhood Meeting, Tierra Del Mar 
    
OPRD Staff: Ben Hedstrom, Trevor Taylor, Carrie Lovellette 
 
Meeting Highlights: 

• Attendance was high approximately 40-50  people. Most folks are from Tierra Del Mar, with a 
couple from Cloverdale & Beaver. 

• People generally supported most of the proposed recreation improvements and draft park 
values, with little changes or suggestions.  

• Ben discussed the spring project schedule. There was general support for seeing projects move 
forward. 

• The meeting was two hours, and the last half hour of the meeting was spent discussing 
hydrology. In summarization, while some in the neighborhood supported fish passage goals, 
people were extremely cautious about exacerbating existing groundwater flooding in the 
neighborhood. 

 
Complete Summary of Meeting: 
 
Meeting Agenda: 
 

• New park name: Sitka Sedge State Natural Area 
• Planning Context/Timeline 
• Tour of Property 
• Assessment Results 

o Site History 
o Survey Results 
o Draft Park Values 
o Natural Resources 

• Preliminary Park Concepts 
o Trails 
o Viewing Areas 
o Parking Area 

• Spring Development Project Overview 
• Hydrology Assessment and Fish Passage Update 

 
 
 
 



New Park Name 
 

• OPRD: The OPRD commission has approved the name, Sitka Sedge State Natural Area based on a 
native plant found on site. Their intention was to name the park after something that reflects the 
property’s next chapter as a natural area. Sitka sedge is unique, and sparks interest and curiosity. 
“Beltz” will be continually to be used as geographic name for the dike and cabin.  

• OPRD: We’d like to hear comments on names for site features, viewpoints. There’s a map tool at 
beltzplan.com you can use to send ideas. 

• OPRD: Additional Survey is provided at that site to help us understand visitor experience and 
interpretive planning at the park. 

 
Draft Park Values 
 

• General support that the draft park values presented (History, Culture, Community, and 
Recreation) were accurate, not a lot of suggestions for changes. 
 

• Comment: We are all on board for the values section of this plan. 
 

 
Park Development  
 

• OPRD: Suitability for development is based on analysis of several aspects of park features, results 
in important areas to protect, restore, and develop 

• OPRD: Botanical resource value map is presented, the next step is composite resource value and 
wildlife, it is still in the process 
 

• Q: Are you doing the same for the wildlife map like the botanical map? 
OPRD: Yes we will.  

 
Trails 
 

• OPRD: Trail experiences highlight various habitat and land cover types at the park. The dike trial 
we be designed to meet ABA access standards. We propose to restore the rest of the dike to be 
the trail, so that ¾ of the dike will be accessible, and the dike used to extend all the way to the 
end, but be forested. 
 

• Q: Do you have the results from the meetings and the online comments?   
OPRD: We have put them into the survey monkey to get our results. 
 

• Q: Adding to the trails system was not included in any of the meetings that I attended. 
OPRD: The survey monkey looks for trigger words like “trails”.  Some comments could mean no 
more trails. 
 

• Q: What does the camping entail? 
OPRD: There are no plans for camping. 
 

• Q: How do you enforce it?  Would install a gate? 
OPRD: Most likely a gate and we will also have a host at the blue house site. 



• Q: Will there be gates across the trails when the area is closed? 
OPRD: The area you are referring to is property we do not own. 
 

• Q: Will the park boundary be fenced? 
OPRD: No. 
 

• Q: Are the existing fence posts State Parks? 
OPRD: No. 
 

• Comment: Access throughout the park will not be cut off and illegal camping is inevitable. 
 

• Q: Explain the layout of the trails on the dunes. The main trail over the dune.  What is the parks 
dept. going to do? 
OPRD: It will be up and over and creating the three sites would lead to less erosion. Maintenance 
will be repair as necessary.  Dunes are difficult to maintain and there are regulations from the 
Ocean Shores section as well. 
 

• Q: Do you understand the value of the dunes to the neighbors (just south of Roma)? 
 

• Comment: There used to be stairs there that went up and over. 
 

• OPRD: A lot of the pressure on the south area will be relieved with the new access we are 
providing. 
 

• Q: Do you think people will want to cross over from A to C? 
OPRD: Yes but it is difficult most times of the year.  We could put a fence up on the dike if it 
becomes a problem, but first we’d try to manage with additional plantings in that area, willow. 
 

• Q: Wildlife—will there be any fish passage, etc. 
OPRD: We have been working with partners on options for fish passage an dwe will cover that in 
more detail at the end of the meeting. 
 

• Q: Can you reassure us that you are not taking the dike out? 
OPRD: Yes, we are not taking the dike out but there are alternatives that look at varying sizes of 
water to meet fish passage standards. 
 

• Q: Are bicycles allowed in the trails areas? 
OPRD: No not at this time, nor will horses. 
 

• Q: No motors and no boats. 
OPRD:  We are not providing water access here, the county campground is a better place to 
enter the estuary. 
 

• C: Another reason for having the toilet would be the bicyclists. 
 

• Q: What is the walking distance along the dike? 
OPRD: 1 mile round trip. 
 



• Q: Will there be seating? 
OPRD: Yes there will be some. 
 

• Q: Will there be wheelchair access? 
OPRD: The dike will be accessible by wheelchairs and folks with limited walking skills (Meet ABA 
standards). 
 

Viewing Areas 
 

• OPRD: We are proposing three viewing areas: One on the dike for people to sit, with two 
benches. At The end of the dike we propose a more substantial viewing area with a platform, 
birds come to feed at low tide, is an educational opportunity. A third will sit on the knoll in the 
middle of the estuary. 
 

• Q: Viewing areas – will they be platforms? 
OPRD: We have only identified locations not the design yet. 

 
• Q: Will the viewing areas be elevated with fill? 

OPRD: No we would use natural contours.  Some footings, etc might be needed.   
 

• Q: Is that viewing area on the two dunes? 
OPRD: Yes.  Following the elk paths. 
C: We really like that idea.  Maybe even a picnic table or bench. 

 
• Q: Viewing area B,  I would like it to be simplistic without a roof. 

 
• Q: Are you leaving the trees? 

OPRD: Yes as many as possible, we will only remove the and hazard branches and trees. 
 

• Q: Have a more opaque handrail. 
 

• OPRD: On viewing area C The visual impact will be very important. We would like to keeping the 
dune look natural without much structure. 

 
• Comment: Tillamook County has a couple of overlooks across the street. 

 
Parking and Picnic Area 
 

• OPRD: At the last round of public meeting is August, we heard that people overwhelmingly 
desired direct access to the dike. We’ve designed this parking lot to maximize parking on a small 
footprint, and shield views from the park back to cars, providing an opportunity to leave your car 
behind. We are proposing to restore the meadow area, which over time creates wooded spot for 
picnic areas and crafts a pleasant experience moving through a wooded area into the park. 
 

• Q: Is there a plan for restrooms out on the dunes? 
OPRD: No, not at this time. It would be difficult to manage a restroom there. 
 

• Q: At Roma and Pollock we see people parking in that area and find human waste.   



OPRD: We do have plans for a vault toilet. 
 

• Q: So it is going to stink like Whalen Island.   
OPRD: We are going to place it away from the picnic area to minimize the smell in that area. 
 

• Q: How often will you evacuate the tank? 
OPRD: I am not sure of the maintenance of the toilets. 
 

• C: We cannot put those toilets on our properties so parks should not be able to. 
 

• C: There is a very strong community request for a flushing toilet instead of a vault toilet. 
 

• Q: Who is going to pick up the trash? 
OPRD: Our park staff. 
 

• C: Trash containers need to be bear safe! 
 

• C: If there is a bench without a garbage can on that trail we will see trash on that trail. 
 

• Q: Beach access – but the trails are the north of it. 
OPRD: The beach access is for people who may be coming from Tierra Del Mar or the beach but 
we are trying to direct folks to the trails. 
 

• Q: What happens when the parking lot is full? 
OPRD: We have no plans to increase the parking lot.   
 

• Q: I would be more concerned about building too large then too many people will show up. 
 

• C: Maybe move the south entrance trail (dune) to the north. 
 

• Q: You have done a traffic study, is there any plans to get a pull out lane? 
OPRD: We are in discussions with County about whether that will be necessary 
 

• Q: Will the state be responsible for the signs. 
C: We will be working with the County on signs. 

 
• Q: Beach access marking—does it show on the road? 

OPRD: No it would be on the trail. 
 

• Comment: Flush toilet is most important. 
 

• Q: Are you going to reestablish Beltz creek? The creek went around the dike.  
 

• C: Reneke Creek alignment needs to be checked. 
 

• Q: Will there be a parking fee?   
OPRD: No. 
 



• Q: Will there be lights?  
OPRD: No. 
 

• Q: Do you have an option to increase the parking at a later date? 
OPRD: Yes. The parking lot was designed to absorb additional parking. 
 

• Q: What is the overall distance of parking area. 
OPRD: Around 350 feet. 
 

• OPRD: The focus is use of the natural area not beach access. 
 

• C: I am hoping beach access is being discouraged. 
OPRD: Over half a mile to the beach so beach access is not the focus. 
 

• C: Road issue – that road has never been maintained.  The north end of the highway is in better 
shape. 
 

• Q: Have you talked to the County about road widening and law enforcement? 
OPRD: We have not gotten into in-depth conversations yet but will happen soon.   
 

• C: I am concerned that folks would bring their ATV or motor cycle and cut across the dike to the 
beach. 

 
Spring Development Projects 
 

• OPRD: Describes the opportunity to begin some project work this spring based on an increase of 
park staff capacity focused on new park development on the coast, at Sitka Sedge and Brian 
Booth. 

 
Hydrology 
 

• OPRD: Existing tide gates do not meet state standards for fish passage.  A group of partners is 
exploring options for fish passage. 

• OPRD: The first thing we wanted to understand is what benefits the dike is providing to the 
community. The lowest point on the top of the dike is about 11.6 ft. The diagram shows that a 
tide of this amount would be coming over the levee. Most of Tierra Del mar is at 14 or 15 ft. 
There may be flooding at the road but water would have to be coming 3 ft above the dike before 
it would reach the neighborhood. We feel comfortable about having conversations about fish 
passage in regards to the levee. 

• OPRD: Three alternatives are being explored by a group of restoration experts to facilitate fish 
passage: retain the tide gate, remove the tide gate providing a 4-5 foot gap, and a wider18 foot 
gap that would facilitate the minimum width to meet federal standards with a bridged 
pedestrian access.  

• OPRD: Vegetation and wildlife impact from the existing conditions are described: a map shows 
plant community, water and mud habitat types from 300+ plant species. Sitka sedge is found at 
the border of fresh/salt water. Some of the existing wildlife on site are described, however the 
assessment is still underway. Mapped models of vegetation are presented that show potential 
vegetation changes under fish passage alternatives and potential changes to habitat are 



described (refer to presentation for information).  
 

• C: I do not see FEMA on your partner list.  Will FEMA be all over this?  I think it gives us 
protection. 
 

• OPRD: We are trying to do an assessment to find out if the dike is impeding or increasing water 
flow. Fish passage is a goal but we need to take everything into consideration. The first step was 
to study if the dike was gone would it flood Tierra Del Mar.  Our study shows it would not. The 
next step is ground water assessments. 
 

• C: We could not use one of our cabins (in Tierra Del Mar) because it was flooded and we do not 
want that again. 
OPRD: A point to remember is that Tierra Del Mar is built on wetlands.  And some of these 
changes will not fix that.  There are inherent drainage problems.  Whatever we do will not 
necessarily resolve all the water problems. But our goal is not to create more issues for the 
community. Fresh water marsh will definitely be impacted. It is not a static system and will 
always shift. 
 

• C: You guys are doing a good job. 
 

• Q: Do you have an advisory committee. 
OPRD: Yes. 
 

• Q: You met with the county – did they laugh at you? 
OPRD: Representatives of Tillamook County Public Works are on the advisory committee and 
they would very much like to see the road fixed. It is a goal of the restoration project.  
 

• Q: Have you found any land surfacing lowering since the dike was built? 
 

• OPRD: The height is almost identical on either side.  The flows in and out are so rapid that there 
is a lot of erosion. 
 

• Q: Along the whole dike? 
OPRD: No just right at the flood gate. 
 

• Q: Did I hear you were not maintaining the dike? 
OPRD: No we are definitely maintaining the dike; we are talking about the flood gate. We are at 
a point that we need to decide whether we are going to fix the flood gate now or in 10-20 years. 
The forest service among other partners is very interested in this watershed. It is very pristine 
and has a lot of potential to restore habitat to several species of fish. No one will help fund these 
projects unless we meet federal standards at the levee. 
 

• Q: Is there no alternative for repairing the flood gate? 
OPRD: We have not been thinking about repairing it because we do not want to improve a 
barrier for fish passage. 
 

• Q: When was the floodgate installed? 
OPRD: The 1930’s. I think it is repaired every 10 years. 



 
• Q: There is no fish friendly flood gate by federal standards? 

OPRD: No.  
 

• Q: You are going to continue to study—and that will expand to ground water? 
OPRD: Yes, ground water is next. 
 

• C: We are adjacent to the park property and you need to take us into consideration when you do 
the study. 
 

• Q: I am south of the park, will it go that far down? 
OPRD: No, we are more concerned about what the flow is on OPRD property and how it effects 
neighboring parcels. 
 

• Q: How are you going to determine where you measure? 
OPRD: We have consultants who are experts and will determine the area they need to 
understand impacts. After we had the last round of meetings in Pacific City folks wanted the 
ground water study.  And now that is our next step. 
 

• Q: Are you considering climate change and sea rise? 
OPRD: We can try to, but we cannot predict.  It is a tricky thing to estimate. 
 

• Q: Enhanced study in the next phase you did not take into account drainage on the east on the 
south end. 

• OPRD: It was not in the data, but they did consider it. We only have data and models at this 
point.  We are trying to share the information as we move through the process to keep you 
informed. All the decision have implications and pros and cons. 
 

• Q: If drainage in Tierra Del Mar is affected by your actions, what is our recourse? We do a rough 
estimate for property value here and have invested millions into our community.  We want this 
park but how do we protect our investment. 
OPRD: We want to be good neighbors.  All this modeling is a huge undertaking and the agency is 
trying to best understand options to meet several goals through significant assessments. Bottom 
line is that we do not want to negatively impact the community. 
 

• C: I have a letter from a concerned citizen. – neighbor provided copy. 
 

• C: We would like to have the hydrology report when it is available. 
 

• C: We need to know--where would the fish go, and would it have any effect on our water 
system.  And we should think about that. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
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